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 3Worker’s Unite! Film Festival

The Workers Unite! Film Festival is a  
Celebration of Global Labor Solidarity

Workers Unite! Film Festival 4
www.workersunitefilmfestival.org

The Workers Unite Film Festival aims to feature student and pro-
fessional films from the United States and around the world. 
These films highlight and publicize the struggles, successes and 
daily lives of all workers in their efforts to unite and organize for 
better living conditions and social justice. We hope to illuminate, 
educate and motivate audiences to take action. In these last few 
years, unprecedented attacks have been launched against unions 
and workers’ federally mandated rights to organize, by well-fund-
ed corporate lobbies such as ALEC. Despite these well organized 
campaigns, workers continue to courageously challenge these 
attacks by raising their voices with determination and with unity.

In Wisconsin, with Koch Brothers funding and in many other states in the U.S., 
anti-worker politicians, funded by such corporate supporters, have looked to roll 
back the clock on workplace dignity and rights.  By endorsing the big lie of  ‘Right 
to Work’ statutes, politicians such as Scott Walker have made it clear that their 
interests are not  and never will be those of the working class.  

Meanwhile, the Fight for $15 has surged to become the largest low-wage worker 
movement in US history. We believe the hundreds of thousands of marchers on 
the streets this recent 4/15/15 signified a genuine turning point in social con-
sciousness towards a just standard of living for all working people. The goal of 
this 2015 Workers Unite Film Festival is to bring the stories of brave workers from 
around the globe to an engaged, passionate, and diverse audience in New York 
City. The worker’s voice must be brought back into popular culture in order to be 
heard. Now more than ever, Labor Rights are Civil Rights, and in the chorus for 
change, every voice matters.

    

In Solidarity,
     
Andrew Tilson
     
Founder/Executive Director 
Workers Unite FIlm Festival 
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Workers Unite Film Festival Team

Workers Unite Film Festival Advisory Board
Rachel Bernstein, Director of LaborArts Web Museum

Niki Bhattacharya, Director of Operations, MFA Social 
Documentary Film Program, School for Visual Arts, NYC

Gene Carroll-Co-Director, NYS AFL-CIO/Cornell Union 
Leadership Institute, Cornell University, Institute for 
Labor Relations, NYC

May Y. Chen, Co-Director, China Labor Studies 
Program, Murphy Institute/CUNY, founding member of 
APALA, Board President of the NYS Immigrant Action 
Fund. International Union VP of UNITE HERE

Esther Cohen (Advisory Board Chair), Author, Poet, 
Artist, Cultural Activis, (Former Director SEIU1199 Bread 
And Roses Cultural Program)

Bhairavi Desai, Executive Director, New York ( & 
National) Taxi Workers Alliance (NYTWA)

Caroline Fan, Strategic Consultant, Labor Issues

Maria Figueroa, Director, Labor and Policy Research. 
Cornell University / Worker Institute/ILR

Liana Foxvog, National Organizer, International Labor 
Rights Forum

Carl Ginsburg, Writer and Producer, Communications 
Staff, National Nurses United

Brendan Griffith, Chief of Staff, Mobilizing Director, 
NYC Central Labor Council

Dean Hubbard, Director, Sierra Club Labor Program, 
Labor Activist (NY & DC)

Jane LaTour, Author, DC 37 NYC Journalist (retired), 
NY Labor History Association Organizer

Penny Lewis, Assistant Professor, Labor Studies , 
Murphy Institute / CUNY

Stephanie Luce, Associate Professor, Labor Studies, 
Murphy Institute / CUNY

Gregory Mantsios, Director, Murphy Institute for 
Worker Education and Labor Studies / CUNY

Ruth Milkman, Professor of Sociology, CUNY 
Graduate Center, Professor and Academic Director, The 
Joseph S. Murphy Institute for Worker Education and 
Labor Studies, CUNY

Ed Ott, Distinguished Lecturer, Murphy Institute For 
Worker Education and Labor Studies / CUNY, Former 
Executive Director New York City Central Labor Council

Janna Pea, Director of Communications, RWDSU, NYC

Zahida Pirani, Filmmaker, Consultant, Former Director 
of La Fuente's NY Civic Participation Project.

Christiaan Perez, Media: Latino Labor Justice, NY, 
Labor Media Consultant.

Mark Plesent, Producing Artistic Director, The Working 
Theater, NYC

Ray Rogers, Founder and Director of Corporate 
Campaigns, Inc., Campaign to Stop Killer Coke

Harvey C. Sigelbaum, Senior Advisor, The Riverside 
Company, past President & Co-CEO, MultiPlan, Inc., 
past CEO, Amalgamated Life Insurance Company; NY

Justin Thomas, Filmmaker, Activist, NYC, produced 
and directed, Truth Through A Lens

Richard D.Winsten, Partner, Co-Chair of Meyer, Suozzi, 
English & Klein, P.C.’s Government Relations Practice

Roz Yasser, Labor/Healthcare Consultant, Former SVP 
EmblemHealth, Inc.

Michael Zweig, Director, Center for Study of Working 
Class Life, SUNY, Stonybrook

Andrew Tilson – Executive Director, Workers Unite Film Festival

Phil Hopper – Program Director, Workers Unite Film Festival

Ayse Sengueler – Director for Special Projects, 2015

Christiaan Perez – Director of Web and Media Services

Marija Silkunaite – Director of Social Media and Community Outreach

Aviva Skye – Executive Assistant, Festival Projects, 2015

Melanie Lindauer – Director of Jury Screening and Selection

Chris Maltby – Director of Technical Services and Press Liaison

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
add from last update:
Maria Scarvalone - Acting Program Director 2015
Diane Shavers - Graphic Artist Extraordinaire - Festival Guide, Logos

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
Bold Type on Roz Yasser
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Workers Unite! Film Festival Locations
MAY 7—MAY 27, 2015

www.workersunitefilmfestival.org

 MAin FeSTivAL TheATer
May 8 to May 14
 Cinema Village
22 East 12th Street  
@University Place. 
Theater One & Theater Three 

 SpeCiAL evenT– May 7
 1199SEIU Auditorium 
340 W. 43rd Street, Auditorium

 SpeCiAL evenT– May 8
 The Joseph F. Murphy Institute 
for Labor Studies,  
25 W. 43rd St., 18th Floor

 SpeCiAL evenT – May 15
 Local 3 IBEW Electrical Industry Center 
Auditorium  
158-11 Harry Van Arsdale Jr. Avenue,  
Flushing, NY 11365

 SpeCiAL evenT – May 17

 Bangladesh Community Center
72-74 Broadway 
Jackson Heights, Queens

Buy your tickets online 
@EventBrite and at 

the box office the day 
of the show.

 FeSTivAL LoCATion TheATer TWo
May 15, May 19, and May 20-21 
 Litho Auditorium 
113 University Place @ The Amalgamated  
Lithographers of America Union Hall

 SpeCiAL evenT – May 18
 Worker’s Institute at Cornell - ILR 
16 East 34th Street, 6th floor

 SpeCiAL evenT – May 26
 Anthology Film Archives 
2nd Street and 2nd Avenue

 Special event – May 19

American Federation of Musicians, 
Auditorium  
322 W 48th St 

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
May 16th at litho as well

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
they just told me today it is called The Runner South Asian Community Center
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SUndAy, MAy 3 — Free evenT

 proGrAM 1 — 11:30 A.M. - 1:00 p.M. 

Workmen’s Circle offices, 247 W. 37th, Street 5th Floor

Workmen’s Circle - Free Short programs
open to the public. Please RSVP: pcrowne@circle.org.

 proGrAM 2 — 11:30 A.M. - 1:00 p.M. 

Screening of films related to Fight for $15 and food justice, 
either followed by or interspersed with discussion 
Car Wash Workers in nyC Fight to Clean-Up a dirty Business (5 min)
Carwasheros – the organizing drive to bring these mostly immigrant workers  
into the mainstream with fair wages and benefits.

Short on the national Fight for $15 (3 min)

overpass Light Brigade (7 min )
lighted signs create “the people’s bandwidth” in Madison, WI  
union fight and now all over the country.

Guess Who’s Coming to Breakfast (3 min)

Grace (8 min)
Written by a member of 32BJ SEIU, Grace tells the precarious  
nature of being an undocumented immigrant in America in just 8 minutes.

hands That Feed, part Three – discrimination at Work. (8 min)
Through excellent documentation and first hand accounts, we see how workers of color are  
routinely discriminated against on the job, with lower wages and worse job site conditions.

MondAy, MAy 4 — Free evenT

 proGrAM 3 — 6:00 p.M.

Museum of the City of New York, 1220 5th Ave

The Clara Lemlich Awards, celebrate women, who in the spirit of Clara Lemlich, stood up and said, the time 
to act is now. These Women heroes of labor are honored each year in a moving ceremony at the museum.

ThUrSdAy, MAy 7 — Free evenT

 proGrAM 4 — 6:00 p.M.  

1199SeiU Screening 

Free previeW niGhT ShoW

SEIU1199 Auditorium, 310 W. 43rd St., between 8th to 9th Avenues

Sunset Cruise (28 min-2015) 

When 97-year old Brooklynite Marty and Dee, his 40ish Jamaican home health aide, leave their Florida lives 
for the open waters of the Caribbean, their connected, conflicting struggles for sex, money, love and dignity 
come along for the ride.
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When the Lights Go out (8 min -2015) 

When Hurricane Sandy hit in 2013, many parts of NYC were devastated. The play, co-written by workers who 
helped to rebuild the city was performed by NYC middle & high school students - some whom were also 
affected by the storm. The play, conceived and directed by social justice theater artist Noelle Gentile was pro-
duced by The Workforce Development Institute & Empire State College.

Story of america: From Bloody Sunday to Moral Mondays (20 min-2015) 

An excerpt from a work in progress that tries to show how that when opposite sides on America really talk to 
each other, rather than yell and shout, something amazing is actually possible.

CaRE (60 min)  

A Work In Progress film about the lives and struggles of four home health care aides and their daily strug-
gles to maintain dignity and stability in their own lives as they seek to help their elderly clients maintain 
theirs as well.

FridAy, MAy 8 — openinG niGhT

 program 5 — 6:30 p.M. 

Sponsored by Magnacare, Metro NY Labor Communications Council and Local 3 IBEW

Cinema Village

Somos Amigos (13 min-2014)  

What would you do if you had to fire your best friend? It is at this point where Julio finds himself. Somos 
Amigos (We Are Friends) is a short film that seeks to explore the limits between friendship and work... if they 
exist at all.

Working horses (75 min-2014) 

A look at three different groups of people 
who spend their lives working for and 
around horses: farmers, working folk, and 
animal rights activists. The three worlds 
eventually collide in New York City as the city 
considers a ban on the local horse carriage 
trade.

 proGrAM 6 — 8:30 p.M.

Get By (28 min-2015) 

A look at two recycling workers, Stanley and Milton, as they bring their struggle for a living wage to the leg-
islature, media, and the streets of Ithaca, New York. An exploration of worker-community solidarity and urban 
democracy, the film raises key questions about the value of increasingly privatized work, and the challenges of 
organizing across divides of race and class.

A day’s Work (60 min-2015) 

90 minutes before he was killed on his first day of work as a temporary employee, 21-year-old Day Davis text-
ed a picture of himself to his girlfriend, excited for their future. Now Day’s sister, 17-year-old Antonia, searches 
for answers. An investigation reveals the issues that led to Day’s death and how the $100 billion temporary 
staffing industry is putting millions of American workers at risk.

Workers Unite! Film Festival 4
may 7-27, 2015  � www.workersunitefilmfestival.org



 11Worker’s Unite! Film Festival

FridAy, MAy 8 

 proGrAM 7 — 6:00 p.M.

Joseph S. Murphy Institute  
25 W. 43rd Street, 18th Fl.
the Hand that Feeds (90 min -2014) 

Shy sandwich-maker Mahoma Lopez sets out to end abusive conditions at a popular New York restaurant 
chain. The epic power struggle that ensues turns a single city block into a battlefield in America’s new wage 
wars. A brilliant story about the power of an organized small group to change their own story.

SATUrdAy, MAy 9

equal rights Means equal pay, equal Fame

 proGrAM 8 — 4:30 p.M.

Cinema Village

EARLY BIRD SHOW

Girls in The Band (88 minn-2013) 
http://thegirlsintheband.com/ 

Tells the poignant, untold stories of female jazz 
and big band instrumentalists and their fascinat-
ing, groundbreaking journeys from the late 30s to 
the present day. These incredibly talented women 
endured sexism, racism and diminished opportuni-
ties for decades, yet continued to persevere, inspire 
and elevate their talents in a field that seldom wel-
comed them. Today, there is a new breed of gifted 
young women taking their rightful place in the world of jazz, which can no longer deny their talents.

“Everything a worthwhile documentary should be, and then some: engaging, informative, thorough and 
brimming with delightful characters.” –Jeannette Catsoulis - The New York Times

It’s a cultural travesty that the women of early jazz…have become a neglected footnote in music history, but 
Judy Chaikin’s well-researched, buoyantly entertaining documentary portrait could be the corrective.  
–Aaron Hillis, The Village Voice 

Lively and entertaining … sheds long overdue light. Director Judy Chaikin…infuses this fine portrait with 
grace, nostalgia and a well-calibrated dose of social commentary. – Gary Goldstein, The Los Angeles Times

equal rights, equal pay: Stories of heroic Women Workers, First Screening

 proGrAM 9 — 6:30 p.M. 

Cinema Village

Can’t Wear a Wig Forever (6 min) 

“Tanika wore a wig. When she was laid off, I felt sorry for her but thought she would bounce back. She had 
two college degrees and was coming from a reputable company, with references too. But month after month, 
interview after interview and nothing.” This story is about more than a young black woman and her wig. 
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Judith: portrait of a Street vendor (17 min) 

takes us on an intimate journey into the daily life of Judith, a street vendor from Guatemala who lives and 
works in New York City. Judith exposes the routine obstacles she and her fellow immigrant vendors face daily 
on the city’s streets and reveals her own struggles and hopes as an immigrant worker, mother, activist and 
community organizer. 

She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry (92 min-2014) 

No victories are permanent. You are not allowed 
to retire from the fight for liberation. This stunning 
film resurrects the buried history of the outrageous, 
often brilliant women who founded the modern 
women’s movement from 1966 to 1971 as an entic-
ing blend of historical clips and interviews.

She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry resurrects 
the buried history of the outrageous, often brilliant 
women who founded the modern women’s move-
ment from 1966 to 1971. She’s Beautiful takes 
us from the founding of NOW, when ladies wore 
hats and gloves, to the emergence of more radical 
factions of women’s liberation; from intellectuals 
like Kate Millett to the street theatrics of WITCH 
(Women’s International Conspiracy from Hell!).

Remarkably, there has never been a theatrical documentary about the early days of women’s liberation. 
She’s Beautiful aims not to romanticize the early movement, but to dramatize it in its exhilarating, quarrel-
some, sometimes heart-wrenching glory.

The film does not shy away from the controversies over race, sexual identity and leadership that arose in 
the women’s movement. She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry captures the spirit of the time – thrilling, scandal-
ous, and often hilarious.

Stories of heroic Women

 proGrAM 10 — 9:00 p.M. 

Cinema Village

Can’t Wear a Wig Forever (6 min)

“Tanika wore a wig. When she was laid off, I felt sorry for her but thought she would bounce back. She had 
two college degrees and was coming from a reputable company, with references too. But month after month, 
interview after interview and nothing.” This story is about more than a young black woman and her wig. 

Claiming our voice (20 min)

Shares the stories of Andolan, an organization founded and led by South Asian  
immigrant women low-wage workers as a means to support each other and collectively 
organize against exploitative work conditions. The film follows the women as they  
create, rehearse and refine acts for their first popular multi-lingual theater performance, 
directed by YaliniDream. Claiming Our Voice seeks to break community silence and 
honor stories by allowing women to (literally) set the stage for how their stories will  
be told.

She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry (92 min-2014) 

No victories are permanent. You are not allowed to retire fromt he fight for liberation. 
This stunning film resurrects the buried history of the outrageous, often brilliam womane who founded the 
modern women’s movement from 1966 as an entircing blend of historical clips and interviews.

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
(17 min-2014)

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
(6 min-2015)  (also in program 9 as well)

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
(20 min-2013)
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SUndAy, MAy 10Th

Miner’s Struggles Around the World, past & present

 proGrAM 11— 4:30 p.M.

Cinema Village 

NY Premier – With Banners Held High (31 min) 

celebrates the resilience and humour of miners and women who went through the 1984/5 Miners’ Strike. The 
year long strike was one of the most defining industrial actions in recent history. Personal interviews with ordi-
nary people from the Strike and the use of music, photographs, and archive material, make for an insightful, 
moving film that brings the experience of the Strike into perspective 30 years on.

NY Premier – Women of the Mine 

(Mujeres de la Mina) (60 min)
Portrait of three women who live and work in the mines of Cerro 
Rico, Potosi, Bolivia—a symbol of colonial plunder. Work in the 
mines belongs to men, and yet women are the most precarious and 
cursed link of the system.Three women open up their lives so we 
can discover their stories of struggle and resistance. 

 proGrAM 12 — 6:30 p.M.

Remembering Salt (15 min-2015) 

The story of a small town in Canada that defied McCarthyism with a showing of the blacklisted movie Salt  
of the Earth.

Pride (118 min-2014) 

It’s the summer of 1984. Margaret Thatcher is in power and the 
National Union of Mineworkers is on strike, prompting a London-
based group of gay and lesbian activists to raise money to support 
the strikers’ families. Initially rebuffed by the Union, the group 
identifies a tiny mining village in Wales and sets off to make their 
donation in person. As the strike drags on, the two groups discov-
er that standing together makes for the strongest union of all. 

MondAy, MAy 11Th

Frontline Films of the TWU & Workers Unite in the Mideast

 proGrAM 13 — 4:30 p.M.

Cinema Village

transport Workers Union Frontline Films (tWU) from nyC & nationally (24 min-2015):
TWU Local 555: Southwest Airlines. Profit Before People.
TWU Local 100: GCS Call Center Workers Fight Back
TWU Local 100: Yonkers Bus Drivers
TWU @ 2015 AFL-CIO MLK Conference
TWU Working Women’s Committee Unites

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
(31 min - 2014)

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
(60 min -2015)
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Fire Lines (45 min-2013)

The story of the Palestinian and Israeli firefighters who came together to battle Israel’s worst natural disaster – 
the Carmel fire of 2010. Sometimes, without the politics, workers can bridge across a great divide.

Global issues of Survival and Cooperation

 proGrAM 14 — 6:00 p.M. 

Cast in India (26 min-2014) 

Iconic and ubiquitous, thousands of manhole covers dot the 
streets of New York City. Enlivening the everyday objects around 
us, this short film is a glimpse of the working lives of the men 
behind the manhole covers in New York City.

Champ of the Camp (75 min-2013) 

 Filmed in the controversial labor camps of the United Arab 
Emirates, the film follows a massive Bollywood singing and trivia competition that searches across more 
than 70 camps throughout the country to find and crown the champ of all camps.  Alternating between the 
x-factor style suspense of the competition and the gritty reality of the labor environment, it weaves in intimate 
access scenes of their daily routines and emotional reflections on their life as laborers in Dubai. Narrated (and 
sung) entirely in the voices of the laborers, it paints a complete portrait of this vast and isolated population 
of men who come to build the dream cities of the Arab world while supporting their societies and economies 
back home in India, Pakistan and Bangladesh.

 proGrAM 15 — 8:00 p.M.

daughter of a Lesser God (11 min); Rise of the oppressed (17 min) 

Two powerful shorts from an amazing young Pakistani director, about young women workers and textile 
workers organizing to fight back against brutal working conditions and slave labor wages in the textile and 
fashion accessory industry.

NY Premier: Mass E Bhat (82 min)

Tells the story of one young man’s struggle to grow up and 
achieve his goals in modern Bangladesh. As we follow the 20 
year old Nasir, now a social worker in the slums, he reflects on 
his life, from childhood in a rural village and his families migra-
tion to the city, through his early years working in the rubbish 
dumps and sweatshops and finally how he has achieved his 
dream of an education and respect within his community. As 
Nasir recounts his life, we meet a series of children, parents and 
employers, who mirror his past but are all real in the country’s 
present. Mass E Bhat’s original score has been composed by John Pandit, Louis Beckett and Rowan Perkins. 

TUeSdAy, MAy 12Th 
 

The Struggles of haiti, the Caribbean and Central America 

 proGrAM 16 — 6:00 p.M.

Cinema Village

HaItI, tHE InFoRMaL EConoMy (17 min-2013)
The informal sector represents 80% of Haiti’s economy. This film shows how the Haitian labor movement is try-

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
 dates on each of the films are:
Daughters - 2012, Rise - 2014
Mass e' Bhat - 2014
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ing to contribute to the formalization of the economy. In a more formalized economy, the State would be able 
to collect taxes and offer the population services in health and education which would help the country develop. 

Poverty Inc. (87 min-2014) 

Drawing from over 200 interviews filmed in 20 countries, Poverty, 
Inc. unearths an uncomfortable side of charity we are all too 
tempted to ignore. The film invites the viewer to step into the 
shoes of local entrepreneurs and their colleagues, parents and 
their families, with expert commentary from public leaders, devel-
opment economists, anthropologists, and others. From Tom’s 
Shoes to international adoptions, from solar panels to U.S. agri-
cultural subsidies, the film challenges each of us to ask the tough question: Could I be part of the problem?

 proGrAM 17 — 8:30 p.M.

Cinema Village

NY Premiere: Resistencia:Battle For the aguan Valley (92 min-2014) 

In 2009, the first coup d’etat in a generation in Central America overthrows the elected president of 
Honduras. A nation-wide movement, known simply as The Resistance, rises in opposition. Resistencia: The 
Fight for the Aguan Valley centers on the most daring wing of the movement, the farmers of the Aguan, who 
occupy the palm oil plantation of Honduras.

WedneSdAy, MAy 13Th 

 proGrAM 18 — 6:00 p.M.

Sponsored by The nyS nurses Association 

Cinema Village

a time to Care (13 min) 

featuring the daughter of a Long-Term Care (LTC) resident and heartfelt accounts from PSWs and RPNs about 
the challenges they face providing quality care to residents.

Sunset Cruise (28 min) 

When 97-year old Brooklynite Marty and Dee, his 40ish Jamaican home health aide, leave their Florida lives 
for the open waters of the Caribbean, their connected, conflicting struggles for sex, money, love and dignity 
come along for the ride.

CaRE - a work in progress (60 min) 

A Work In Progress film about the lives and struggles of four home health care aides and their daily struggles to 
maintain dignity and stability in their own lives as they seek to help their elderly clients maintain theirs as well.

 protecting Tenants, Fighting for a Living Wage and the reality of homelessness

 proGrAM 19 — 8:15 p.M.

Cinema Village

CaSa films - Organizing tenants to protect their housing rights in The Bronx (7 min) 

Faith and Justice Walk together (13 min-2015)

Workforce Development Institute (WDI) The issue of a fair minimum wage or “living wage” has been in the 
news lately. Last spring, WDI documented the perspectives of NYC-based low wage workers around a rally for 
higher wages.

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
date for each film -
Time To Care - 2014
Sunset - 2015
CARE -2015 

andrewtilson
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Something you Can Call Home (76 min-2014)  

For some, the coastal city of Wilmington, North 
Carolina, is a tourist playground. However the face 
of homelessness is changing rapidly. Can anyone 
find a solution and is it sustainable? Some make 
the transition; others fall deeper through the cracks. 
With intimacy and dark humour, this film explores 
what’s essential for physical and emotional survival.

 proGrAM 20 — 6:00 p.M.

Sponsored by the new york Labor history Association 

Litho Hall, 113 University Place @ 13th Street 3rd Fl. Auditorium

Eugene V. debs: His Life and Legacy (60 min) with guest speakers Gail Malmgreen (NYLHA), Noel 
Beasley (president, E. V. Debs Foundation) and Lisa Phillips (labor historian, Indiana State University)

ThUrSdAy — MAy 14Th  

 proGrAM 21 — 3:30 p.M. — Free

3:30 P.M. & 5:00 P.M. 

Cinema Village – Final programs at Cinema Village

Soil, Struggle and Justice (72 min -2014) 

This film examines a cooperative of the Brazilian Landless Movement (MST) in the South of Brazil, which 
struggled for access to land and then transitioned to ecological agriculture, or agroecology. This MST coopera-
tive is demonstrating the possibility of an alternative model of flourishing rural life, which provides thriving 
livelihoods for farmers, produces high quality and low cost food for the region, and rehabilitates the earth.

 proGrAM 22 — 5:00 p.M. — Free

Connected by Coffee (70 min-2014) 

The story of Latin American coffee farmers and how our daily brew is deeply connected to a troubled past 
and hopeful future. Following a 1000-mile journey from Mexico to Nicaragua, the film will show how equi-
table trading relationships are empowering communities and bringing social justice.

Food Chain Justice day at Workers Unite Film Festival!

 proGrAM 23 — 6:30 p.M.

Guess Who’s Coming to Breakfast (3 min) 

Food Chain Alliance short. Reminds us of the thousands of workers 
involved in getting food to our tables each day.

the Hand that Feeds (90 min-2014) 

Shy sandwich-maker Mahoma Lopez sets out to end abusive condi-
tions at a popular New York restaurant chain. The epic power strug-
gle that ensues turns a single city block into a battlefield in America’s 
new wage wars. A brilliant story about the power of an organized 
small group to change their own story. 

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
This is above Soil, Struggle show as the header for the day, but Free headers are fine.
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 proGrAM 24 — 8:30 p.M.

Cinema Village – Final programs at Cinema Village

Judith, Portrait of a Street Vendor (17 min)

A short documentary that takes the audience on an intimate journey into the daily life of Judith, a street ven-
dor from Guatemala who lives and works in New York City. Judith exposes the routine obstacles she and her 
fellow immigrant vendors face daily on the city’s streets and reveals her own struggles and hopes as an immi-
grant worker, mother, activist and community organizer. 

Food Chains (82 min-2014) 

There is so much interest in food these days yet there is almost no interest in the hands that pick that food. In 
the US, farm labor has always been one of the most difficult and poorly paid jobs and has relied on some of 
the nation’s most vulnerable people. While the legal restrictions which kept people bound to farms, like slav-
ery, have been abolished, exploitation still exists, ranging from wage theft to modern-day slavery. These days, 
this exploitation is perpetuated by the corporations at the top of the food chain: supermarkets. Their buying 
power has kept wages pitifully low and has created a scenario where desperately poor people are willing to 
put up with anything to keep their jobs. 

FridAy — MAy 15Th

poetry and Spoken Word night - Screenplay Contest Awards

 proGrAM 25 — 6:30 p.M.

Litho Hall, 113 University Place @ 13th Street 3rd Fl. Auditorium
Poetry and spoken word with Raymond Nat Turner, Angelo Verga of the Cornelia Street Poetry Cafe, short films, 
progressive web comedian Lee Camp films, Chris Butters, including Julian Pimiento from Working Theater’s 32BJ 
Theaterworks program, reciting “Grace”, Emilia Mikrut, winner of CUNY/ Labor Arts “Making Work Visible” 
Contest, James SoSoon Gnatt—the Hip-Hop Scholar and Nahar Alam, from Andolan, a South Asian women’s 
empowerment group for domestic workers.
Every Fold Matters (15 min)

A performance and film about working in a laundromat. by Lynne Sachs and 
Lizzie Olesker - a mix of film, poetry and live performance.  A woman folds 
clothes by rote, eyes fixed to a soap opera muted on the laundromat’s TV. 
As she weeps over a tragic plot twist, her hands never stop folding, pound-
ing the table in an unceasing metronome of productivity. This moment, 
lifted from life and transcribed to performance by playwright/director Lizzie 
Olesker and experimental filmmaker Lynne Sachs, becomes one of many 
striking, reality-based images in Every Fold Matters, a new site specific performance with film that premiered 
in a Clinton Hill, Brooklyn laundromat this month. 

Award and reading of top screenplays from the contest.

 proGrAM 25 — 6:00 p.M.

Local 3 IBEW Electrical Industry Center Auditorium — FREE SHoW
158-11 Harry Van Arsdale Jr. Avenue, Flushing, NY 11365

Power State (15 min) 

A bribe tests the will of a union leader as he battles corrupt police and an oppressive government in his fight 
for justice on the picket lines. An Electrical Trade Union leader, determined to fight against the changes that 
will see his workers stripped of their labor rights gets targeted by the authorities. 
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a day’s Work (60 min-2015) 

90 minutes before he was killed on his first day of work as a temporary employee, 21-year-old Day Davis text-
ed a picture of himself to his girlfriend, excited for their future. Now Day’s sister, 17-year-old Antonia, searches 
for answers. An investigation reveals the issues that led to Day’s death and how the $100 billion temporary 
staffing industry is putting millions of American workers at risk.

Activist Filmmakers Bootcamp – led by erica Ginsberg of docs in progress

 proGrAM 26 — 2:00 p.M. – 6:00 p.M.

Litho Hall, 113 University Place @ 13th Street 3rd Fl. Auditorium

So you Want to Make a documentary?
Before you turn on that camera, there are some important things you need to plan to make your film more 
assured of success. In this session, we will review ways to define and refine your story idea, find and approach 
potential characters and interviewees, scout locations, put together a production team, and develop a produc-
tion schedule, shotlist, and budget. This two hour seminar will help get you started! We will also have four 
experienced documentary directors, who will screen pieces of their work and discuss the real world issues fac-
ing doc filmmakers – and how to solve those issues and make your film.

Featuring directors Kiley Kraskouskas and Michael Blaine (Dear Walmart, a film about organizing 
Walmart workers); Annabel Park (Story of America); Justin Thomas (Truth Through a Lens, the story of 
CopWatch in Brooklyn, NY); and Lance Kramer (City of Trees). Several works-in-progress will be presented 
throughout the afternoon. Pizza Dinner for attendees 

SUndAy, MAy 17Th

South Asian day in Queens 

 proGrAM 27 — 3:30 p.M.

Bangladesh Community Center 72-74 Broadway, Jackson Heights, Queens

Claiming our voice (20 min)

Shares the stories of Andolan, an organization founded and led by South Asian  
immigrant women low-wage workers as a means to support each other and collectively organize against exploit-
ative work conditions. The film follows the women as they create, rehearse and refine acts for their first popu-
lar multi-lingual theater performance, directed by YaliniDream. Claiming Our Voice seeks to break community 
silence and honor stories by allowing women to (literally) set the stage for how their stories will be told.

Cast in India (26 min-2014) 

Iconic and ubiquitous, thousands of manhole covers dot the streets of New York City. Enlivening the everyday 
objects around us, this short film is a glimpse of the working lives of the men behind the manhole covers in 
New York City 

Mass E Bhat (82 min-2015) 

One young man’s struggle to grow up and achieve his goals in modern Bangladesh. As we follow the 20 year 
old Nasir, now a social worker in the slums, he reflects on his life, from childhood in a rural village and his 
families migration to the city, through his early years working in the rubbish dumps and sweatshops and how 
he has achieved his dream of an education and respect within his community. As Nasir recounts his life, we 
meet a series of children, parents and employers, who mirror his past but are all real in the country’s present. 
Mass E Bhat’s original score has been composed by John Pandit, Louis Beckett and Rowan Perkins. 

Mass E Bhat’ is a feature length documentary produced by The Rainbow Collective with the support of 
Channel 4 Britdoc Foundation, Openvizor and CBA DFID (Worldview).
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MondAy, MAy 18Th

Fight Back Against right to Work!

 proGrAM 28 — 6:00 p.M. 

Worker’s Institute at Cornell - ILR 16 E. 34th Street, 6th Floor

overpass Light Brigade (7 min-2012) 

tells the story behind Wisconsin’s Holders of the Lights using innovative time-lapse photography and inter-
views with founding members and other activists. The film showcases OLB’s simple, beautiful approach to per-
formance art and action that beckons any who want to creatively join public discourse and voice concerns an 
elitist political system clamors to quiet. The people’s bandwidth.

We are Wisconsin (77 min-2012) 

When a Republican Governor’s bill threatens to wipe away worker rights and lock out public debate, six (extra)
ordinary citizens force their way into the Wisconsin State Capitol, joining thousands of protesters who spend 
the next twenty-six days launching a popular uprising that not only challenges the bill, but the soul of a nation.

TUeSdAy, MAy 19Th 

Short Films Afternoon Landmark hS Show and evening Shorts Special

 proGrAM 29 — 1:00 p.M. 

Litho Hall, 113 University Place @ 13th Street 3rd Floor, Auditorium

overpass Light Brigade (7 min) 

is a short film that tells the story behind Wisconsin’s 
Holders of the Lights using innovative time-lapse 
photography and interviews with founding members 
and other activists. The film showcases OLB’s simple, 
beautiful approach to performance art and action 
that beckons any who want to creatively join public 
discourse and voice concerns an elitist political sys-
tem clamors to quiet.

Sovereign Paperwork (3 min)

Fight for 15 (3 min)  
The moving short on the fight for a $15 minimum 
wage.

Sky Blue Collar (8 min)  

A businessman and a carpet installer enjoy a wild and playful friendship, but when their class-conscious boss-
es pressure them to steer clear of each other, the Romeo and Juliet of the workaday world must decide what’s 
more important: how we make a living, or who we’re living for. 

Judith: Portrait of a Street Vendor (17 min)

(17 min) takes us on an intimate journey into the daily life of Judith, a street vendor from Guatemala who 
lives and works in New York City. Judith exposes the routine obstacles she and her fellow immigrant vendors 
face daily on the city’s streets and reveals her own struggles and hopes as an immigrant worker, mother, activ-
ist and community organizer.

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
Short Film Afternoon Program 

(no evening shorts and leave off the HS)



20 May 3-27, 2015

Somos amigos (13 min)

What would you do if you had to fire your best friend? It is at this point where Julio finds himself. Somos 
Amigos (We Are Friends) is a short film that seeks to explore the limits between friendship and work... if they 
exist at all.

daughters of a Lesser God (11 min -2014) powerful shorts from an amazing young Pakistani director, 
about young women workers and textile workers organizing to fight back against brutal working conditions 
and slave labor wages.

 proGrAM 30 — 5:00-10:00 p.M.

American Federation of Musicians, 322 W 48th St, Auditorium 

Girls in the Band (88 min-2013) 

Tells the poignant, untold stories of female jazz and big band 
instrumentalists and their fascinating, groundbreaking journeys 
from the late 30s to the present day. These incredibly talented 
women endured sexism, racism and diminished opportunities 
for decades, yet continued to persevere, inspire and elevate their 
talents in a field that seldom welcomed them. Today, there is a 
new breed of gifted young women taking their rightful place in 
the world of jazz, which can no longer deny their talents. Films 
will be followed by a live All Women Jazz band.

WedneSdAy, MAy 20Th

Steel Mill and Miners remember and Laundry Workers Speak

 proGrAM 31 — 6:30 p.M. 

Litho Hall, 113 University Place @ 13th Street  
3rd Floor, Auditorium

Mill Stories: Remembering Sparrows Point 
(35 min-2014)

After 125 years of operation, the Sparrows Point Steel Mill in 
Baltimore, Maryland closed forever in 2012. The documentary aims 
to examine the importance of the mill from the perspectives of 
former workers and community members while connecting these 
distinctive experiences to the larger narrative of American industrial 
boom and bust.

With Banners Held High (31 min-2015) Celebrates the resilience and humor of miners and women who 
went through the 1984/5 Miners’ Strike. The year long strike was one of the most defining industrial actions 
in recent history. Personal interviews with ordinary people from the Strike and the use of music, photographs, 
and archive material, make for an insightful, moving film that brings the experience of the Strike into perspec-
tive 30 years on.

Every Fold Matters (55 min-2015) 
A performance and film about working in a laundromat,  
by Lynne Sachs and Lizzie Olesker—a mix of film, poetry and live performance. 
A woman folds clothes by rote, eyes fixed to a soap opera muted on the laundromat TV. As she weeps over a 
tragic plot twist, her hands never stop folding, pounding the table in an unceasing metronome of productivity. 
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ThUrSdAy, MAy 21ST

 
 proGrAM 32 — 6:00 p.M. 

Sponsored by the ny Labor history Association: Fight right to Work

Litho Hall, 113 University Place @ 13th Street 3rd Floor, Auditorium

overpass Light Brigade (7 min-2012) 

The film showcases OLB’s simple, beautiful approach to performance art and action that beckons any who 
want to creatively join public discourse and to voice the concerns an elitist political system clamors to quiet. 

We are Wisconsin (77 min-2012)

When a Republican Governor’s bill threatens to wipe away worker rights and lock out public debate, six 
(extra)ordinary citizens force their way into the Wisconsin State Capitol, joining thousands of protesters who 
spend the next twenty-six days launching a popular uprising that not only challenges the bill, but the soul of a 
nation.
*Co-sponsored by the Association of Teachers of Social Studies and the Women’s Rights Committee, United 
Federation of Teachers.

FridAy, MAy 22nd

Murphy institute Gala & US premier: Film about Global Labor Solidarity

 proGrAM 33 — 6:00 p.M. - 8:00 p.M.

The Joseph F. Murphy Institute for Labor Studies, 25 W. 43rd St., 18th Floor

Blood Fruit (80 min)1987, Mary Manning a 21 year old check-
out worker at Dunnes Stores in Henry Street in Dublin refused to 
register the sale of an Outspan grapefruit under a directive from her 
union in support of the anti-apartheid struggle. She and ten other 
workers who supported her action were suspended with immediate 
effect and so a strike ensued. Mary and her colleagues knew little or 
nothing about apartheid and assumed it would be a matter of days 
before they could return to work but the arrival on the picket line of 
Nimrod Sejake changed everything.

Director Sinead O’Brien and subjects from the film will attend the screening for a Q & A.

TUeSdAy, MAy 26Th

Closing night Gala with Blood on the Mountain World premiere

 proGrAM 34 — 6:30 p.M. reCepTion

Anthology Film Archives, 32 2nd Avenue

7:00 p.M. – SCreeninG 

Blood on the Mountain (86 min-2015)

A World Premiere, called “the next Harlan County,” is a searing investigation into the economic and environ-
mental injustices that have resulted from industrial control in West Virginia. This new feature documentary 

andrewtilson
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Co-Sponsored by Workmen's Circle, this evening is the start of an ongoing film going celebration of the 
last bastion of middle-income working people's housing in Manhattan. Penn South, also know as Mutual 
Redevelopment Houses, was founded by a labor union, the ILGWU, for its workers in the nearby garment 
district. The Kennedy Administration as  well as the United Housing Federation were partners in the develop-
ment. As Manhattan turns into a luxury priced playground for the global 1%, it is important to remember 
that not long ago, the idea that workers should be able to live near their jobs, so as not to be forced to travel 
hours a day to work, was considered a reasonable and worthwhile concern of society. Let's make that so in 
the future as well.

Story of america: From Bloody Sunday to Moral Mondays (20 min-2015) 
An excerpt from a work in progress that tries to show how that when opposite sides on America really talk to 
each other, rather than yell and shout, something amazing is actually possible.   

Get By (28 min-2015) 
Looks at two recycling workers, Stanley and Milton, as they bring their struggle for a living wage to the legis-
lature, media, and the streets of Ithaca, New York. An exploration of worker-community solidarity and urban 
democracy, the film raises key questions about the value of increasingly privatized work, and the challenges of 
organizing across divides of race and class;

daughter of a Lesser God (11 min-2014) 
Powerful shorts from an amazing young Pakistani director, about young women workers and textile workers 
organizing to fight back against brutal working conditions and 
slave labor wages.

With Banners Held High (31 min-2014) 
Celebrates the resilience and humor of miners and women who 
went through the 1984/5 Miners’ Strike. The year long strike 
was one of the most defining industrial actions in recent history. 
Personal interviews with ordinary people from the Strike and the 
use of music, photographs, and archive material, make for an 
insightful, moving film that brings the experience of the Strike into 
perspective 30 years on.

Community Film night: penn South, Chelsea - Free event

 proGrAM 35 —  6:30 p.M.  8:30 p.M

WedneSdAy, MAy 27Th

details the struggles of a hard-working, misunderstood people, who 
have historically faced limited choices and have never benefited fairly 
from the rich, natural resources of their land. Blood On The Mountain 
delivers a striking portrait of a fractured population, exploited and 
besieged by corporate interests, and abandoned by the powers elected 
to represent them.

At a time nationally when workers’ rights and pensions are under 
attack, and permanent environmental consequences are allowed for 
short-term monetary gain, the people of the coalfields share their his-
tory in the hopes that it will avert similar catastrophe in other places and industries. By understanding how a 
proud people and a beautiful place can be broken, we all may learn lessons which inform how we move for-
ward as a country, based on principles we do not always honor. 



 23Worker’s Unite! Film Festival

A day’s Work (60 Minutes)
Directed by: david M. Garcia
Documentary Feature (2015)

90 minutes before he was killed on his first day of 
work as a temporary employee, 21-year-old Day Davis 
texted a picture of himself to his girlfriend, excited for 
their future. Now Day's sister, 17-year-old Antonia, 
searches for answers. An investigation reveals the 
issues that led to Day's death and how the $100 bil-
lion temporary staffing industry is putting millions of 
American workers at risk.

Blood Fruit (80 Minutes)
Directed by: Sinead o’Connor
Documentary Feature (2014)

In July 1984 the naive action taken by one young Irish 
shop cashier was about to change the face of the anti-
apartheid movement around the world.

Blood on the Mountain (86 min)
Directed by:Mari-Lynn evans and Jordan Freeman
Documentary Feature 2015

Blood on the Mountain is a searing investigation into 
the economic and environmental injustices that have 
resulted from industrial control in West Virginia. This 
new feature documentary details the struggles of a 
hard-working, misunderstood people, who have histori-
cally faced limited choices and have never benefited 
fairly from the rich, natural resources of their land. 
Blood On The Mountain delivers a striking portrait of a 
fractured population, exploited and besieged by corpo-
rate interests, and abandoned by the powers elected to 
represent them.

Can’t Wear a Wig Forever (6 Minutes)
Directed by: victorious decosta
Documentary Short (2015)

Out of work, out of benefits and almost out of hope, a 
young woman recounts her journey, which begins with 
the promises of education and ends with the chang-
ing of her self in a personal way. Can't Wear A Wig 
Forever is beyond all, an acknowledgement of the long 
lasting effects of 'The Great Recession" even at a time 
when Americans are told everything is back to normal.

Car Wash Workers Fight to Clean Up a dirty 
Business (7 minutes)
Documentary Short (2014)

Directed by: Charles Fostrom and Janna pea 
of the RWDSU and Chio valerio of New York 
Communities for Change

Carwasheros (7 minutes)
Documentary Short (2015)

The organizing drive to bring these mostly immigrant 
workers into the mainstream with fair wages and ben-
efits.

Cast in india (26 Minutes)
Directed by: natasha raheja
Documentary Short (2014)

Iconic and ubiquitous, thousands of manhole covers 
dot the streets of New York City. Enlivening the every-
day objects around us, this short film is a glimpse of 
the working lives of the men behind the manhole cov-
ers in New York City.

Champ of The Camp (75 Minutes)
Directed by: Mahmoud Kaabour
Documentary Feature (2013)

The film follows a massive Bollywood singing and trivia 
competition that searches across more than 70 camps 
throughout the country to find and crown the champ 
of all camps. The film alternates between the x-factor 
style suspense of the competition and the gritty reality 
of the labor environment, while weaving in intimate 
access scenes of their daily routines and emotional 
reflections on their life as laborers in Dubai.

Claiming our voice (20 Minutes)
Directed by: Jennifer pritheeva Samuel
Documentary Short (2013) 

Claiming Our Voice is a short documentary film 
by Jennifer Pritheeva Samuel sharing the stories of 
Andolan, an organization founded and led by South 
Asian immigrant women low-wage workers as a 
means to support each other and collectively organize 
against exploitative work conditions. The film follows 
the women as they create, rehearse and refine acts for 
their first popular multi-lingual theater performance, 

Workers Unite! Film Festival 2015
Films and directors
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directed by YaliniDream. Claiming Our Voice seeks to 
break community silence by allowing women to (liter-
ally) set the stage for how their stories will be told.

Connected By Coffee (70 Minutes)
Directed by: Aaron dennis
Documentary Feature (2014)

The story of Latin American coffee farmers and how 
our daily brew is deeply connected to a troubled past 
and hopeful future. Following a 1000-mile journey 
from Mexico to Nicaragua, the film will show how 
equitable trading relationships are empowering com-
munities and bringing social justice.

daughter of a Lesser God (11 Minutes)
Directed by: Ammar Aziz
Documentary Short (2012)

A Film about the life and struggle of home-based 
women bangle-makers of Hyderabad, Pakistan. The film 
reflects the exploitation which takes place at multiple 
levels during the complicated process of bangle-making. 
It is an account of those women, belonging to all age 
groups, who make bangles for millions of other women 
of South Asia but can't afford to wear what they make.

eugene v. debs: his Life and Legacy (60 Minutes)
Directed by:
Documentary Feature (  )

every Fold Matters (55 minutes)
Directed by: Lynne Sachs and Lizzie olesker
Mixed Media Performance (2015)

A performance and film about working in a laundro-
mat—a mix of film, poetry and live performance. A 
woman folds clothes by rote, eyes fixed to a soap opera 
muted on the laundromat TV. As she weeps over a tragic 
plot twist, her hands never stop folding, pounding the 
table in an unceasing metronome of productivity. This 
moment, lifted from life and transcribed to performance 
by playwright/director Lizzie Olesker and experimental 
filmmaker Lynne Sachs, becomes one of many strik-
ing, reality-based images in Every Fold Matters, a new 
site specific performance with film that premiered in a 
Clinton Hill, Brooklyn laundromat this month.

Frontline Films From the TWU (24 min)
Directed by: Mary Matthews
Documentary Shorts (2015)

Mary Matthews travels the country for the national 
Transport Workers Union to film both ongoing strug-

gles, organizing drives, get out the vote campaigns, 
as well as solidarity events and leadership training 
conferences. These five short films are a great example 
of how well video can be used to educate the public 
about what unions do, why they are important  and 
remind members that belonging to and keeping their 
union strong is a major priority to keeping good jobs 
with fair pay.

Fight For $15 (3 minutes)
Directed by: Fight For $15 
Documentary Short (2015)

The organizers and participants in the surging national 
movement to get minimum wage raised to $15 hour 
for all low-wage workers talk about their fight, orga-
nizing and the massive demonstrations planned for 
4/15/15 and the year ahead.

Fire Lines (45 minutes)
Directed by: Avi Goldstein
Documentary Feature (2013)

The story of the Palestinian and Israeli firefighters who 
came together to battle Israel's worst natural disaster—
the Carmel fire of 2010. Sometimes, without the poli-
tics, workers can bridge across a great divide.

Food Chains (82 minutes)
Directed by: Sanjay rawal
Documentary Feature (2014)

There is so much interest in food these days yet there 
is almost no interest in the hands that pick that food. 
In the US, farm labor has always been one of the most 
difficult and poorly paid jobs and has relied on some 
of the nation's most vulnerable people. While the legal 
restrictions which kept people bound to farms, like 
slavery, have been abolished, exploitation still exists, 
ranging from wage theft to modern-day slavery. These 
days, this exploitation is perpetuated by the corpora-
tions at the top of the food chain: supermarkets. Their 
buying power has kept wages pitifully low and has cre-
ated a scenario where desperately poor people are will-
ing to put up with anything to keep their jobs.

Get By (28 minutes)
Directed by: emily hong
Documentary Short (2015)

A look at two recycling workers, Stanley and Milton, 
as they bring their struggle for a living wage to the 
legislature, media, and the streets of Ithaca, New York. 
An exploration of worker-community solidarity and 
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urban democracy, the film raises key questions about 
the value of increasingly privatized work, and the chal-
lenges of organizing across divides of race and class

Girls in The Band (88 minutes)
Directed by: Judy Chaikin
Documentary Feature (2013)

Tells the poignant, untold stories of female jazz 
and big band instrumentalists and their fascinat-
ing, groundbreaking journeys from the late 30s to 
the present day. These incredibly talented women 
endured sexism, racism and diminished opportunities 
for decades, yet continued to persevere, inspire and 
elevate their talents in a field that seldom welcomed 
them.

Grace (8 Minutes)
Directed by: Alrick Brown, from a story 
by Julian pimiento
Narrative Short (2013)

Grace is about the daily obstacles and dangers of liv-
ing in America as an undocumented worker. Grace is 
a woman, a mother and an immigrant with everything 
to lose except her faith in someone from her past. She 
gives a face to the faceless, those who work tirelessly 
behind the scenes of our families and our nation.  

Guess Who's Coming to Breakfast (3 minutes)
Directed by:
Documentary Short (  )

Food Chain Alliance short. Reminds us of the thou-
sands of workers involved in getting food to our tables 
each day.

haiti, The informal economy (17 minutes)
Directed by: Andre vanasse
Documentary Short (2013)  

The informal sector represents 80% of Haiti's economy. 
This film shows how the Haitian labor movement is try-
ing to contribute to the formalization of the economy. In 
a more formalized economy, the State would be able to 
collect taxes and offer the population services in health 
and education which would help the country develop.

hands That Feed, part Three - discrimination at 
Work. (8 Minutes)
Directed by: Food Chain Alliance
Documentary Short (2013)

Through excellent documentation and first hand 

accounts, we see how workers of color are routinely 
discriminated against on the job, with lower wages and 
worse job site conditions.

Judith: portrait of a Street vendor (17 minutes)
Directed by: Zahida pirani
Documentary Short (2013)

This film takes us on an intimate journey into the daily 
life of Judith, a street vendor from Guatemala who lives 
and works in New York City. Judith exposes the routine 
obstacles she and her fellow immigrant vendors face 
daily on the city's streets and reveals her own struggles 
and hopes as an immigrant worker, mother, activist and 
community organizer.

Mass e Bhat (82 minutes)
Directed by: hannan Majid and richard york
Documentary Feature (2013)

This film tells the story of one young man’s struggle to 
grow up and achieve his goals in modern Bangladesh. 
As we follow the 20 year old Nasir, now a social work-
er in the slums, he reflects on his life, from childhood 
in a rural village and his families migration to the city, 
through his early years working in the rubbish dumps 
and sweatshops and finally how he has achieved his 
dream of an education and respect within his com-
munity. As Nasir recounts his life, we meet a series of 
children, parents and employers, who mirror his past 
but are all real in the country's present. Mass E Bhat's 
original score has been composed by John Pandit, 
Louis Beckett and Rowan Perkins.

Mill Stories: remembering Sparrows point 
(35 minutes)
Directed by: William Shewbridge
Documentary Short (2014)  

After 125 years of operation, the Sparrows Point Steel 
Mill in Baltimore, Maryland closed forever in 2012. 
The documentary aims to examine the importance of 
the mill from the perspectives of former workers and 
community members while connecting these distinc-
tive experiences to the larger narrative of American 
industrial boom and bust.

overpass Light Brigade (7 minutes)
Directed by: dusan
Documentary Short (2013 )   

Lighted letters signs create "the people's bandwidth" 
in Madison, WI union fight and now all over the coun-
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try. Alone, the letters are meaningless, united, their 
message is often profound.

poverty inc. (87 minutes)
Directed by: Michael Matheson Miller
Documentary Feature (2014)

Drawing from over 200 interviews filmed in 20 coun-
tries, Poverty, Inc. unearths an uncomfortable side 
of charity we are all too tempted to ignore. The film 
invites the viewer to step into the shoes of local 
entrepreneurs and their colleagues, parents and their 
families, with expert commentary from public leaders, 
development economists, anthropologists, and others. 
From Tom’s Shoes to international adoptions, from solar 
panels to U.S. agricultural subsidies, the film challenges 
each of us to ask the tough question: Could I be part 
of the problem?

Power State (15 minutes)
Directed by: Joshua Goene
Narrative short (2015)  

A bribe tests the will of a union leader as he battles 
corrupt police and an oppressive government in his 
fight for justice on the picket lines. An Electrical Trade 
Union leader, determined to fight against the changes 
that will see his workers stripped of their labor rights 
gets targeted by the authorities.

pride (118 minutes)
Directed by: Matthew Warchus
Narrative Feature (2014)

It’s the summer of 1984. Margaret Thatcher is in power 
and the National Union of Mineworkers is on strike, 
prompting a London-based group of gay and lesbian 
activists to raise money to support the strikers’ families. 
Initially rebuffed by the Union, the group identifies a 
tiny mining village in Wales and sets off to make their 
donation in person. As the strike drags on, the two 
groups discover that standing together makes for the 
strongest union of all.

remembering Salt (15 minutes)
Directed by: ron verzuh
Documentary Short (2015)

The story of a small town in Canada that defied 
McCarthyism with a showing of the blacklisted movie 
Salt of the Earth.

resistencia (92 minutes)
Directed by: Jesse Freeston
Documentary Feature (2014)

In 2009, the first coup d'etat in a generation in Central 
America overthrows the elected president of Honduras. 
A nation-wide movement, known simply as The 
Resistance, rises in opposition. Resistencia: The Fight for 
the Aguan Valley centers on the most daring wing of 
the movement, the farmers of the Aguan, who occupy 
the palm oil plantation of Honduras.

rise of the oppressed (17 minutes)
Directed by: Ammar Aziz
Documentary Short (2014)

A powerful short film from an amazing young Pakistani 
director, about young women workers and textile 
workers organizing to fight back against brutal work-
ing conditions and slave labor wages in the textile and 
fashion accessory industry in Lahore and Hyderbad.

She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry (92 minutes)
Directed by: Mary dore
Documentary Feature (2014)

No victories are permanent. You are not allowed 
to retire from the fight for liberation. This stun-
ning film resurrects the buried history of the out-
rageous, often brilliant women who founded the 
modern women’s movement from 1966 to 1971 as 
an enticing blend of historical clips and interviews.

Soil, Struggle and Justice (72 minutes)
Directed by: Andreas hernandez
Documentary Feature (2014)

This film examines a cooperative of the Brazilian 
Landless Movement (MST) in the South of Brazil, which 
struggled for access to land and then transitioned to 
ecological agriculture, or agro-ecology. This MST coop-
erative is demonstrating the possibility of an alternative 
model of flourishing rural life, which provides thriving 
livelihoods for farmers, produces high quality and low 
cost food for the region, and rehabilitates the earth.

Something you Can Call home (76 minutes)
Directed by: rebecca Kenyon
Documentary Feature (2014)  

For some, the coastal city of Wilmington, North 
Carolina, is a tourist playground. However the face of 
homelessness is changing rapidly.  Can anyone find a 
solution and is it sustainable? Some make the transi-
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tion; others fall deeper through the cracks. With inti-
macy and dark humor, this film explores what's essen-
tial for physical and emotional survival.

Somos Amigos (13 minutes) 
Directed by: Carlos Solano perez
Narrative Short (2014)  

What would you do if you had to fire your best friend? 
It is at this point where Julio finds himself. Somos 
Amigos (We Are Friends) is a short film that seeks to 
explore the limits between friendship and work... if 
they exist at all.

Sovereign paperwork (3 minutes)
Directed by: 
Documentary Short (  )

Story of America: From Bloody Sunday to Moral 
Mondays (20 minutes)
Directed by: Annabel park
Documentary Short (2015)

An excerpt from a work in progress that tries to show 
how that when opposite sides on America really talk 
to each other, rather than yell and shout, something 
amazing is actually possible.  Follows several threads in 
the current day South, where the new Jim Crow laws 
are met by Reverend Barber and the Moral Monday 
movement.

Sunset Cruise (28 minutes)
Directed by: Anastasia and Ali Mann
Documentary Short (2015)

When 97-year old Brooklynite Marty and Dee, his 40ish 
Jamaican home health aide, leave their Florida lives for 
the open waters of the Caribbean, their connected, 
conflicting struggles for sex, money, love and dignity 
come along for the ride.

A Time to Care (13 minutes)
Directed by: Kelly o’Sullivan for OPSEU CAN
Documentary Short (2015 )

This film features the daughter of a Long-Term 
Care (LTC) resident and heartfelt accounts from 
PSWs and RPNs about the challenges they face 
providing quality care to residents.

We Are Wisconsin (77 minutes)
Directed by: Amie Williams
Documentary Feature (2012)

When a sleazy Republican Governor's bill threatens to 
wipe away worker rights and lock out public debate, 
six (extra)ordinary citizens force their way into the 
Wisconsin State Capitol, joining thousands of protesters 
who spend the next twenty-six days launching a popu-
lar uprising that not only challenges the bill, but the 
soul of a nation. This film underscores the current fight 
against "right to work" laws.

With Banners held high (31 minutes)
Directed by: Judi Alston
Documentary Short (2015)

This film celebrates the resilience and humor of min-
ers and women who went through the 1984/5 Miners’ 
Strike. The year long strike was one of the most defin-
ing industrial actions in recent history. Personal inter-
views with ordinary people from the Strike and the use 
of music, photographs, and archive material, make for 
an insightful, moving film that brings the experience of 
the Strike into perspective 30 years on.

Women of the Mine (Mujeres de la Mina) 
(60 minutes)
Directed by: Loreley Unamuno and 
Malena Bystrowicz
Documentary Feature (2015)

Portrait of three women who live and work in the 
mines of Cerro Rico, Potosi, Bolivia-an emblem of colo-
nial plunder. Work in the mines belongs to men and 
women are the most precarious and cursed link of the 
system.Three women open their lives so we can dis-
cover their stories of struggle and resistance.

Workers development institute Films 2015
Directed by: victoria Kerezi
Documentary Shorts (2015)

A Play About Labor and Hurricane Sandy (5 mininutes )
Many first responders and other city employees lived 
right in one of the worst hit areas from the Hurricane 
Sandy Storm. This play is taken directly from the writ-
ings of those city workers at the heart of the storm and 
the clean-up afterwards.

Faith and Justice Walk Together (12 miniutes)
As the Fight for $15 an hour heated up, the clergy 
at some of NYC's most famous progressive churches 
joined the demonstrations and helped lead the discus-
sions—as well as offering moral support—to the coura-
geous workers who have taken to the streets to drive 
home their message.

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
Lela Suveri
Animation Short (2015)
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SCREEnPLayS 2015
equity—Written by Jeffrey Massie

In the wake of their sudden Broadway success, a husband and 
wife face hard choices in the 1919 actors strike.

Shangri-LA—Written by Bryan Fierro

"Shangri-LA" is the untold, tragic true story of an original Los 
Angeles barrio at odds with its beloved Dodger Blue.

Ballad of the Lumberjack—Written by Thomas pace

Two young men trying to escape the desperation of the 
Oklahoma dust bowl manage to find work as lumberjacks in 
the Pacific Northwest.

Triangle inferno—Written by Steve Maiselson

'Triangle Inferno' is an exploration by an award winning 
documentarian into the history of this important time in our 
nation's history. In her research on the subject, she discovers 
the events leading up to and including the tragedy: the lives 
and loves of lost, the mistakes made, and more.

Shades of postal Blue—Written by Sylvester Turner

This story revolves around Mr. Blue. 'Blue' is a machine 
clerk for the United States Postal Service, during the 
dawn of postal automation.

indiscriminate Killers—Written by Gregory Fellows

dreamwalkers—Written by Michelle daniel

It's 2089 and unbeknownst to the critical public, the U.S. 
Department of Defense has unleashed a new brand of 
national security; a top-secret project dubbed ANGEL 
which merges human minds with advanced computing 
technology.

Lookin' Up—Written by Marvin Kaplan

A mild-mannered, law-abiding citizen decides to murder his 
parasitic family in order to become a media celebrity.  He hires 
and pays a hit man not once but twice. 
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1199SEIU 
is pleased to 
sponsor the 

2015 
Workers Unite!  
Film Festival

Celebrating 
Global Labor 
Solidarity
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Local Union #3 I.B.E.W.
New York’s Brightest

...The Right Choice 
New York City

Congratulations to 
Workers Unite!

on the 

4th Annual Film Festival
Celebrating Global Labor Solidarity

Christopher Erikson, Business Manager      John E. Marchell, President
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L  H  A
New York Labor History Association, Inc.

The New York Labor History Association 

A Bridge Between Past and Present 

“I am not a Labor Leader; I do not want you to follow me 

or anyone else; if you are looking for a Moses to lead you 

out of this capitalist wilderness, you will stay right where 

you are. I would not lead you into the promised land if I 

could, because if I could lead you in, someone else would 

lead you out. You Must Use Your Heads As Well As Your 

Hands, and get yourself out of the present condition.”

 –Eugene Victor Debs
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The Voluntary Insurance Program (VIP) has been in service for 25 years.  
We provide union members and their families guaranteed supplemental insurance  

benefits that fill gaps in union/employer funded plans.

VIP Hotline 800-347-6071 
winstonbenefits.com  |  myVIPbenefits.com

Life   |   Disability   |   Catastrophic Illness   |   Auto & Home   |   Dental   |   Purchasing Programs

CONGRATULATIONS
WORKERS UNITE! Film Festival
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Amalgamated Lithographers 
Local One

salutes the 

Fourth Annual 
Workers Unite! Film Festival 
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NYSNA
salutes the 

4th Annual  
Workers Unite  
Film Festival

Safe Staffing Saves Lives!
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ACTIVISTS AND THEIR FAMILIES 
ARE UNDER ATTACK... 
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The Rosenberg Fund for Children 
(including its Clinton E. Jencks Memorial Fund dedicated 

to assisting children of targeted labor activists) 
aids kids in the U.S. whose parents are under attack for 

organizing for social, economic and environmental justice 

/rosenbergfundforchildren 

Contact us to learn how you can give support or get support 

www.rfc.org  ∙ info@rfc.org  ∙ (413) 529-0063 

@wwwrfcorg 

/wwwrfcorg 

@wwwrfcorg 

The Rosenberg Fund for Children Salutes the 4th Annual Workers Unite Film Festival! 
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The Joseph S. Murphy Institute for Worker 
Education and Labor Studies
Congratulates 

Workers Unite!  
on their 

4TH Annual 
Film Festival

The Worker Institute congratulates the

Workers Unite Film Festival 
on its ongoing efforts to support worker struggles 

and culture throughout the world.

To view our latest offerings & research, visit our website:
www.ilr.cornell.edu/workerinstitute

The Joseph S. Murphy Scholarship for 
Diversity in Labor--ensuring that those who 
aspire to become union leaders or scholars 
will have the means to do so.

Please support this unique  
labor studies scholarship!
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John Samuelsen 
President

Earl Phillips 
Secretary-Treasurer

LaTonya Crisp-Sauray 
Rec. Secretary

Angel Giboyeaux 
Admin. Vice President

Representing the 38,000 workers of MTA New York City Transit

Liberty Lines    MTA Bus    NY Waterway

and other transportation companies in the Tri-State Area

We are proud to support the Workers Unite! Film Festival and your 

Salute to Global Labor Solidarity
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Jewish Labor Committee
is proud to support the

4th Annual 
Workers Unite! Film Festival
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"Third World Newsreel salutes 

Workers Unite Film Festival 
 & 
Congratulates Zahida Pirani, Third World Newsreel 
Production Workshop alumna, for the screening of 
Judith: Portrait of a Street Vendor 
& 
Jennifer Pritheeva Samuel for the screening of 
Claiming Our Voice"
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Labor Lines salutes 
Workers Unite! 
on their 

4th Annual  
Film Festival
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national Writer’s Union 
Salutes
The 4th Annual 
Worker’s Unite! Film Festival
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Consultants and Actuaries to Collectively Bargained Plans

Best Wishes to the 
Workers Unite! Film Festival

From All of Your Friends at 
Segal Consulting

www.segalco.com

Offi ces throughout the United States and Canada

Congratulations to 

Workers Unite! Film Festival
on their Fouth annual nYC Celebration of 
Global labor solidarity

from your sisters and brothers in 
the metro new York labor Communications Council
Cara D. noel Gary schoichet
NYCCLC Director of Communications Photographer/Journalist
Metro Co-Chair Metro Co-Chair

metrolabornyc.org

Established in 1974, the Metro New York Labor Communications 
Council (Metro) includes editors, writers, artists, photographers, 
graphic designers, web designers, radio program producers, labor 
public relations specialists, and video producers from public and 
private sector trade unions and related organizations — all those 
who give voice to today’s labor movement.
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NYCOSH salutes Workers Unite! 
4th Annual Film Festival
Charlene Obernauer, Executive Director

61 Broadway, Ste 1710
NY, NY 10006
T 212 227 6440; F 212 227 9854
E NYCOSH[AT]NYCOSH.ORG

andrewtilson
Sticky Note
This has to be a full page ad - if possible
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